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Program
Overview 
The MusiCounts TD Community Music Program provides not-for-profit organizations 
with grants of up to $20,000 in instruments, equipment, and resources to support music 
education programs at the community level.

This grant program is open to all eligible community organizations in Canada that offer 
any type of music program for young people. In particular, this program is geared towards 
organizations that do not have the instruments, equipment, and resources needed to offer 
an inclusive and sustainable music program for youth. 

Who can apply?

 + Canadian not-for-profit/community 
organizations are welcome to apply. 

 + Organization leadership, program 
instructors, volunteers, or anyone 
associated with the music program 
in question is welcome to prepare an 
application on behalf of the organization. 

What kind of music programs 
receive support from this 
program?  

 + Funds from the MusiCounts TD Community 
Music Program may be used to support 
any approach to music education, and 
purchase any kind of musical instruments. 
Whether it’s music production equipment, 
ukuleles, Indigenous drum-making, band 
or strings, all forms of music education are 
supported through this grant, and all kinds 
of instruments may be purchased using  
this grant.

What if my organization currently 
has no music program? 

 + Community organizations that currently 
have no music education program are 
encouraged to apply for support to start a 
new music program. In your application, 
it is essential that you provide details 
about how this new program will be 
implemented at your organization, should 
your application be successful. 
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If you wish to complete your 
application in French, please click
here to access the French program. 

https://musicounts.ca/fr/nos-programmes/programme-de-subventions-communautaires-pour-la-musique-td-de-musicompte/


Program
Timeline 

APPLICATIONS OPEN: 
---

March 17, 2022

EARLY BIRD DEADLINE: 
---

April 7, 2022

FINAL APPLICATION 
DEADLINE:

---
May 12, 2022

ADJUDICATION:
---

June 2022
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Once you have completed Stage 1, we will 
send you a link to Stage 2 of the application 
within 2 business days. If you wish to apply, 
please submit Stage 1 as soon as you can 
so you can proceed with the bulk of your 
application. 

Password

Please write down your MusiCounts Grant 
Portal password somewhere safe. This is very 
important in case you or someone you know 
needs access to the files on the account.

For all applicants looking to 
submit an application, please 
follow the steps outlined below.  

 + If you don’t have a MusiCounts Grant 
Portal account, you can create one here.

 + Then, click here to begin a new 
application.

 + Once your application has been created, 
click here to revisit and edit your 
application.

Things to know about the 
application

The MusiCounts TD Community Music 
Application is a TWO stage process:

 + Stage 1 is very short, and asks only 
a few baseline questions about your 
organization. 

 + Stage 2 is the actual application form. 

What to know
before you
get started?
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https://musicounts.ca/fr/nos-programmes/programme-de-subventions-communautaires-pour-la-musique-td-de-musicompte/
https://www.grantrequest.com/application.aspx?SA=SNA&FID=35042&sid=5914
https://www.grantrequest.com/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2faccountmanager.aspx%3fSA%3dAM%26sid%3d5914&SA=AM&sid=5914


Eligibility
The MusiCounts TD Community Music Program is open to all not-for-profit community 
organizations in Canada that currently offer—or wish to build—a youth-centered music 
program. In your application, you must articulate how the instruments you are requesting 
will be used by your organization’s youth participants on a regular basis. 

Ineligible Applicants
 ´ Curricular or extracurricular music 
programs facilitated through public 
schools. But don’t worry, we have another 
grant program for this. Please visit the 
MusiCounts Band Aid Program page.

 ´ Organizations that have received a grant 
via the MusiCounts TD Community Music 
Program within the past 5 years. 

 ´ Organizations outside of Canada. 

 ´ Individuals

 ´ Other groups or organizations including 
private music studios, private music 
instructors, social groups, research 
organizations, universities, scholarship 
organizations.

 ´ Organizations that discriminate on the 
basis of race, sex, sexual orientation, 
disability or religion.
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https://musicounts.ca/en/programs/musicounts-band-aid-program/


Eligible uses of the MusiCounts TD Community Music Program   

 + At least 50% of your grant funds must be used to purchase any kind of musical instruments and 
equipment. This includes, but is not limited to: 

• Music production and recording equipment, including software, tablets, microphones, etc.

• Traditional instruments that belong to a particular culture and/or raw materials to build 
these traditional instruments 

• Standard band and orchestra instruments

• Adaptive musical instruments, and instruments for use in a music therapy context 

• Orff instruments

• Guitars and ukuleles

• Amps and speakers

• Whatever instruments are needed by your organization 

 + Up to 25% of your requested funds may be allocated to repair instruments currently in your 
organization’s inventory.

 + Up to 25%  of your requested funds may be allocated to the purchase of music accessories & 
resources, including music stands, storage, sheet music, and online music education resources. 
In light of COVID-19, you may also purchase air filters, plexiglass, or other materials to make 
music education at your organization more safe and sustainable. 

 + For organizations that are requesting Indigenous musical instruments: up to 40% of your grant 
may be used for costs associated with having a community member, Elder, Knowledge-Keeper 
or clinician introduce and/or build these instruments with your students. 
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Information Needed
to Apply

 + Information about your organization, and your music program. If you do not yet have a music 
program, you will be asked to outline your plans for implementing this. 

 + A broad overview of your organization’s current inventory of musical instruments and 
equipment. You will enter this information directly into the online application. 

 + A wish list of what instruments and equipment you plan to purchase, should your application 
be successful. You will enter this information directly into the online application. It is expected 
that you conduct research and provide approximate costs for what you hope to purchase. 
Providing a retailer quote is not necessary. You may request up to $20,000 worth of instruments 
and equipment. 

 + Information on your organization’s student population, and the need for the instruments & 
equipment you are requesting. 

 + Information on how you plan to utilize the instruments and equipment you are requesting, 
including information on who will lead this music program. 

 + Information on how this grant will have an impact on your organization’s youth participants. 

 + Supporting documents. You may submit up to four 2-page documents with your application. 
These could be letters, testimonials, photos, etc. These are optional, and not required to 
submit an application to this program. 
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How are funding
decisions made? 
Adjudication Process
Every application submitted to the 
MusiCounts TD Community Music Program 
undergoes a thorough review process. Our 
adjudicators evaluate applications on the 
following core criteria: 

 + Need level: is there an urgent need for the 
instruments and equipment requested? 
Does the student community served by the 
organization’s music program face barriers 
to accessing music education? 

 + Program framework: is there a strong 
plan in place to ensure the instruments & 
equipment will be regularly used by your 
organization’s youth participants?

 + Impact potential: will receiving this 
grant have a significant impact on your 
organization’s music program, and your 
organization’s community of youth?

Equity Priority Policy 
MusiCounts is proud to support 
all music education practices and 
teachings in Canada. In MusiCounts’ 
25-year history of investing in music 
education, however, the majority of 
our resources have been allocated to 
music programs that reflect a Western 
colonial music education tradition. In an 
effort to promote equal access to music 
education, and to foster a more diverse 
and inclusive music education landscape 
in Canada, MusiCounts is committed to 
investing in music education programs 
that empower young people to celebrate 
their cultural identity, as well as music 
programs that support BIPOC youth and 
other underrepresented communities.

Given the volume of applications we receive, the adjudication process takes approximately 4 
months to complete. You will be notified of the status of your application in August 2022. 

MusiCounts TD Community Music Program 7



Frequently Asked 
Questions (FAQs)
Will I need to save my username and password?

Yes! If your organization is selected to receive a grant you will need your username and password 
to access your account. Please keep your username and password in a safe place so that you can 
access your account at any time.

How will I know that MusiCounts received my application?

Once you submit your application online, you will receive a confirmation email stating that we 
have received it. 

When will the recipients be announced? 

We will notify all applicants by no later than the end of August 2022. 

What are the chances of my organization being selected to receive a grant?

Although we wish we could support all applications, the amount we can support varies from year to 
year based on the volume of applications received and funds available to allocate. 

Am I able to use grant funds to acquire materials to support a music technology or production 
program, such as laptops, iPads, and software?

Yes. MusiCounts is proud to support music technology programs. In your application, however, 
you must make it very clear that the gear you’re hoping to acquire will be primarily used in a music 
education context.  

My organization has previously received supplies of instruments via the MusiCounts TD 
Community Music Program. Can we apply again? 

Due to the limited funding available every year, organizations that have received support through 
the MusiCounts TD Community Music Program in the last 5 years are ineligible. Past recipients 
who received instruments in 2016 are eligible to apply. If you received a grant between 2017-2021 
you are not eligible to apply this year.  

My organization has previously applied to the MusiCounts TD Community Music Program but 
was unsuccessful. Why? 

Although we can’t provide feedback on individual applications, we do suggest that all potential 
applicants carefully review the eligibility criteria before applying. In particular, the MusiCounts TD 
Community Music Program is geared towards serving organizations with student populations who 
may be unable to access music education except through their community non-profit or who may 
face significant socioeconomic barriers to accessing music education.
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Frequently Asked 
Questions (FAQs)
I accidentally submitted an incomplete application: what do I do?

Please note that adjustments cannot be made following the final application deadline. However, if 
you submit accidentally before the final deadline, please reach out to applications@musicounts.ca  

My organization is located in a remote fly-in community, will MusiCounts assist with additional 
shipping costs? 

If your organization is located in a remote fly-in community, please let us know! We recognize 
that organizations in remote communities may be subject to shipping costs that are prohibitively 
expensive. While funds from our grants cannot be used to pay for shipping costs directly, 
MusiCounts may be in a position to reduce or subsidize shipping costs in these exceptional 
circumstances, so please reach out to us. 
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Contact
Info
If you have any questions, experience issues with the grant portal, or if you would like to request 
accommodations, please reach out to the MusiCounts Programs team by email at 
applications@musicounts.ca
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